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he eventually became chief of the forestry section in the American Ex-
peditionary Forces, in charge of 21,000 forestry troops and 95 sawmills,
succeeding Henry S. Graves, who returned to the United States after serv-
_ing on the general staff abroad.

Greeley's work was performed with distinction, and for it France made
him a chevalier of the Legion of Honor, and England awarded him the Distin-
guished Service Order. After a little more than two years in the army,
Gréeley returned to take charge of the branch of forest management in the
Forest Service, and with the resignation of Colonel Graves as forester in
April, 1920, was appointed to succeed him.

Greeley's Two-Feld Duties.

As official head of the Forest Service the new forester's heritage
of duty is two-fold. To make the -lr-Erq':National Forests of even larger use-
fulness to the local and general public; as material and recreational re-
sources, and to lead forward the movement, now becoming widespread, for
adequate conservation of private forests.

The National Forests contain 154,658,373 acres of Governmeni-owned
land and are for the most part in the Rocky Mountains and in the far Westcrn
States, but there are two in Arkansas, two in Minnesota, one in Florida,
and one in Michigan, and a number are being created through land purchases
in the White Mountains and Southern Appalachians. One of the things in
which Colonel Greeley is deeply interested is to make the recreational fea- -
tures of these forests better known and fully available to the people gen-
erally, though, of course, the proper utilization of their.timber, ranges,

water power, and other material resources bulks larger from a business stand-

point. Another task is keeping down the fire losses--heroic work which each
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summer puts the whole organization, from chiof forester to the last ranger
and forest guard, tc its greatest teet.

It is also the duty of the Forest Service to make sure that the graz-
ing facilities of the forests are properly utilized. To-day the forests
furnish range for approximately 2,375,000 cattle and horses, and 8,500,000
sheep and goats. Then too, there are thé watersheds for some i,200 cities
and towns which lie largely or wholly within the National Forests and which
must be guarded against contamination or despoliation. A further duty is
that of scientific research to find out how to make better use of all our
forests and of the timber and other forest products which they yield.

Apalling Timber Consumption.

Even more important, in many respects, is the timber business of the

forests. The total saw timber stand on these tracte is estimated at 500

billion board feet, and the yearly cut for all purposes is over 800 million

board feet. As the ripe timber is harvested new growth takes its place,

and if protected from fire will in due time furnish another harvest. But
this is not true of our privately owned forests. The cut of Government-
owned timber is trifling in comparison with the average annual cut and loss,
estimated at 26 billicn cubic feet, for the entire country.

This condition justifies the utmost concern on the part of all whose
interests will be affected by timber scarcity, and that means the whole
Nation. Only one-fifth of our original virgin forest area is left in this
country, while on all our forest lands, private and public, we are growing

less than one-fourth the amount of timber annually consumed.
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In the face of this ominous situation Colonel Greeley and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture are urging a program to stop wasteful and unnecessary
forest destruction and to keep our timberlands growing crops of trees. It
calls for greatly enlarging the fire-protection work in cooperation with the
States, and enlisting their cooperation to require private owners not to
use methods that turn the land to a waste; extending and consolidating
Federal Forest holdings; reforesting denuded lands in the National Forests;
making a Federal Survey of the forest resources in the important forest re-
gions and of ouf forest requirements, in order that the Nation may be in
position to conserve intelligently its remaining timber resources.

"I want to make the National Forests of greater national service," is
the way Colonel Greeley sums up his task. "I have seen how these great
tracts can serve both material and recreational needs, and I want to raise
this service to the maximum. At the same time we propose in every way pos-
oible to bring home to the people the need for a g::Szconservation policy
with respect to private forests, for if the Nation fails to call a halt
on forest devastation, it will pay a terrible pricel!"

Such is the story of the Forest Service and the man who is directing
it. It is but one of seventeen bureaus of the United States Department of
Agriculture, all of which are working together to serve the Nation.
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