

















The U. S. Forest Products Laboratory, Madison, Wis., serves the
fifth largest, and probably the most diversified, group of manu-
facturing industries in the Nation. Some 1,200,000 men and women
prlrl;ci:u wood; probably 2 or 3 miﬂio:ngmre earn their livelihoods
selling, transporting, maintaining, therwise handli

thousands of things made of it. . : 3 g

nished by the University of Wisconsin.

But it has not been an unguided growth. Many have con-
tributed their thoughts and efforts to it. McGarvey Cline, the
founding genius, handed the directing reins to Howard Weiss
2 years after the young institution opened its doors in 1910.
Five years later Mr. Weiss in turn relinquished the director-
ship to a man who was to remain at the helm through the
storms and stresses of two world wars and an intervening de-
pression — all three of which took a high degree of man-
agerial foresight and planning to keep the young and lusty
organization functioning ever on a true course. To that man,
Carlile P. Winslow, belongs, as much as to any other, large
credit for the enduring reputation for sound, progressive re-
search the Laboratory has earned.

With Mr. Winslow’s retirement in 1946, the responsibili-
ties of directorship have passed on to George M. Hunt, a
veteran research man. During his four years of guidance there
has been a remarkable expansion in the cooperative activities
of the Laboratory with other agencies, both private and pub-
lic, all of which serve to keep the Laboratory’s research re-
sults constantly flowing into channels of specific use. One
especially effective tool that has been forged is a Forest Utili-
zation Service to bring results of the Laboratory’s research
directly to the lumber camp, the sawmill, and the factory.
Seven branches of this Service are in operation at the head-
quarters of Forest Experiment Stations in Portland, Oreg,,
Missoula, Mont., Berkeley, Calif., New Orleans, La., Ashe-
ville, N. C., Philadelphia, Pa., and Columbus, Ohio.

. . . Nor has the Laboratory remained a thing unique in
the world. Other Nations have studied it, set up their own
versions of it. Some of the States, becoming increasingly
aware of the need for closer study of localized problems, have
established research organizations modeled upon some phase
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or another of its program. And various associations and com-
panies — lumber, paper, chemicals, construction — operate
laboratories of their own.

All this expansion and concentration of work have helped
to illumine the essential scope and character of the job to be
done. As the evidence shapes up, it is both worldwide and
local. Asa Nation we lean upon the forest resources of South
America and Africa and Asia and Europe as well as upon our
own. Likewise, as a Nation we are directly concerned with
the way in which local sawmills dispose of their sawdust and
slabwood. The large amounts of wood that still fail to find
profitable use are at once a potential source of jobs, taxes,
and income, and a challenge to the ingenuity and perseverance
of the science of the Nation.

“Forestry is the preservation of forests by wise use.”

The words of Teddy Roosevelt ring as clear and challeng-
ing today as ever. We must use our trees; from that there
can be no turning back. That we must use them wisely is an

equally compelling fact. For if we do not, we preserve neither
the forests nor the magnificent enterprises that depend on
their sustenance and, in turn, so greatly shape our way of life.
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