
This article takes an original look back at the beginnings of the first four-year

forestry educational program in the United States established 100 years ago.
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or the past century, the Nation's institutions of higher education, particularly
its Land Grant Universities, have been responsible for producing the cadre of
forestry specialists necessary in today's complex society. Forestry programs,
whether they be in colleges, schools, or departments, or granting two-year,

four-year, or graduate degrees, have evolved by adjusting their
curricula to match the demands facing practicing professionals.
This has meant modifying courses to include new tech-
nologies, such as the use of GIS and GPSS; adding new courses
such as law and ethics; and dropping courses addressing skills
no longer needed-like mule packing and outdoor cooking!
Given today's forestry infrastructure and society's need for
comprehensively educated forest resource managers, it is hard
to imagine a time when it was impossible to gain a com-
prehensive forestry education in the United States-but, this

was exactly the situation until just before the turn of the
nineteenth century!

The close of the 19th century was a watershed for the
future of professional forestry in the United States. Until then
the study of forestry subjects was largely confined to a few
courses in agriculture, botany, or biology departments;
complete curricula were only available to those willing and
able to study in countries like Germany and France. In 1898,
curricula became available for those desiring a forestry tech-
nical degree at the Biltmore School in North Carolina. In 1900,
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