The Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Science celebrates its Centennial in the year 2000. This
article analyzes the establishment of the school, as a prelude to a book-length work on the subject to be
published in conjunction with the commemoration of the School’s Centenary.

PLANTING
THE SEED

THE ORIGINS OF THE YALE FOREST SCHOOL

“? he story has familiar elements, or two versions that are not incompatible.

In the first version, it was two young men, one thirty-five and the other

twenty-nine, both energetic, idealistic, and confident Yale graduates, who
were concerned about the dearth of men equipped to play a role in the

newly created Division of Forestry which they both served.
Over cocoa in the Pinchots” Washington house, Gifford Pinchot
and Henry Graves determined to start a graduate school—at
their alma mater. But some credit Pinchot’s father, a success-
ful businessman, steeped in the Progressive ethos and com-
mitted to the embryonic conservation movement, who
suggested to his son, a talented but rather unfocused young
Yale graduate, that he might become a forester. From that
moment, Gifford Pinchot embarked on what was to become
a distinguished career in American forestry; among his inno-
vations was the founding of the Yale Forest School. The sim-
plicity of either account raises doubts.’

Why a school of forestry in a city, and in an Eastern one at
that, far from the national forests it was to serve? Why a school
of applied science (if indeed forestry was a science) in a uni-
versity devoted doggedly to the traditional liberal disciplines?
Why a graduate school in a field as yet to have undergraduate
programs in forestry? Above all why did it work? For the Yale
School of Forestry and Environmental Science (the second half
of the name was added in 1972} has the distinction of being

the longest surviving professional school of forestry. (Cornell’s
predated it but was killed in legislative wrangling in 1903.) As
the School approaches its Centennial, it is appropriate that
recognition be given to the various individuals who contributed
to its creation and to the contemporary forces which provid-
ed a favorable climate for the new institution.

The fact that the stars were aligned to ensure the success
of the new undertaking cannot be denied. Two dominant ide-
ologies—the progressive impulse that flourished at the end of
the nineteenth century and the rapidly growing conservation
movement, provided the soil. Two powerful individuals, both
completely sympathetic to progressivism and conservation,

. one the president of Yale and the other the wealthy support-

er of good causes, supplied the fertilizer, a role not sufficient-
ly recognized even by the son. This is not to disparage the
vision of Gifford Pinchot nor the crucial role played by his able
and equally ambitious lieutenant, Henry Graves, but to pres-
ent a fuller picture and to locate the Yale School in the nation-
al context, for the School has always been a national one.
The compulsion to fix has been a constant in our history;
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