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FORESTERS AND WOODSMEN IN WAR WORK

sweaters in the making has been received with great joy.
We are so near to the fighting line that we can hear the
guns booming away when it is at all quiet.

“I am enclosing the names of the men in Companies D
and F that desire sweaters, all of them being men who
do not possess such articles and who have signed up for
the same. I have written the captains of the other com-
panies to send you similar lists for themselves, and I
think it would be well if it could be done, to send the ar-
ticles for each company direct to it. We have not re-

quested scarfs or wristlets believing that men in other”

forms of work could use those articles to better advan-
tage.”

Impetus was given enlistments in the Forest regiments
late in November by the announcement of the chief of en-
gineers that after December 15 no man of draft age could
voluntarily enlist. Accompanying this announcement
was a statement calling attention to the advantage of
skilled men enlisting before the expiration of the time
limit in order that they might select the organizations in
which they preferred to serve. “By doing this,” said
Major General Black, chief of engineers, “each man can
render his country a greater service than by waiting for
the draft and can also be placed where his experience and
training will make the service better and more profitable
for himself.” _

In addition to its contributions of men to the Forest
Regiments the United States Forest Service has been
called upon for various forms of activity in connection
with war work.

During December there were demands for lumber
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men in the aviation corps of the army. ‘T'hese men were
wanted for service in 12 large construction squadrons
being organized at the barracks at Vancouver, Washing-
ton. The woodsmen thus enlisted were for work in con-
nection with the timber needs for airplane construction.
It is probable that men from the Service and lumbermen
will be needed as officers.

The Signal Corps has asked for assistance in the prep-
aration of purchase specifications for propeller woods.
The primary object is to reduce handling through a right
selection at the source of supply.

The Forest Products Laboratory of the Forest Serv-
ice, upon the request of the American Bureau of Ship-
ping, is now revising the rules of the Bureau governing
the use of wood in ships. The Bureau of Shipping is an
organization representing shipbuilders, ship owners, and
marine insurance companies, like the Lloyd’s Agency in
England. Its classification of ships governs the rating
on which insurance depends ; hence its rules have a very
important influence in all shipbuilding in the United
States. The present building program of the Emergency
Fleet Corporation is governed by the rules of the Bu-
reau practically in the same way as is construction for
private corporations. The Forest Service will therefore
exercise an important influence upon the technique of the
emergency construction.

The Forest Service has also been working with the
Navy on kiln construction and methods of storing kiln-
dried lumber for use in airplanes. Co-operation with the
Navy has also taken the form of inspection of lumber
for use in airplane construction and assistance in prepar-
ing specifications for material.




