






AMERICAN FORESTRY

those who have felt the urge, it was enough. Phi
ophers say fighting is a primal impulse. uQ5,

With all these motives. plus the call fOr the def
of Democracy. the best way to hold the men Oftolte
Forest Service together, even though it be in F' tilt
was to organize a military unit of foresters. ra~
Graves became a willing convert to the call fro '
War Department; the organization of the Forest In ~
ment was undertaken forthwith, and Graves hi
was prevailed upon to accept service with it. tnseIf

One may ask, what are the foresters to do?
This can best be answered by a simple enumeratiqj

of some of the uses for timber, down to the SmaIl
sticks. demanded by present-day warfare. OUt e:
front of the very front line trenches are the barb _
entanglements stretched on wooden stakes driven .
the ground. Three to five-inch round stuff with t!k
bark on will do for these supports. Immediately in
front of the trenches themselves, within arms' rcae&.
from the firing step, there are other stakes. projeetinc
only a few inches above the ground. In the wall of
the trench below them, footholds are cut and the short
stakes provide a hand-hold to give ease and speca lD
climbing ou~when the order comes to "cross the top"
and go forward on a charge.

A trench is not a simple. deep ditch. It has bas­
tions and embrasures. It has advanced areas and re­
cesses" all needing supporting timbers. What is ap­
parently a slight mound in advance and to one side"
is in reality a machine-gun dugout, with the gun so
placed as to fire down a line directly in front of the
trench itself, and all along the barbed wire. There is
a cunningly built porthole, not high from top to bot·
tom, but wide, at least at the outer opening, and nar·
row at the back or inner opening. Here a machine­
gun spurts death fan-wise into the ranks of an attack.
The frame WOrk of this opening is made of logs.

Poles are in great demand, for field telephone ser­
vice and for derricks and cranes in handling heavy
loads. Bridge timbers are especially necessary, rail·
road ties are wanted, wood material for roads, repair
lumber for transports, for field buildings and other
construction work, all to be got out with the least
possible waste and with the minimum damage to the
forests. It will all represent a closer utilization of
timber than most Americans have ever seen, even the
smallest stuff going into fuel, and the tops into leafy
screens for batteries. Eldredge and Bryant and tilt:
rest of them are getting pretty good practice in the
camp construction itself. They have placed the bat·
rack buildings at the American University grounds

"d"~omewhat following the contours down the tWO Sl
of a slope or slight spur. upon the crest of which the
main street lies, with the buildings running back on
either side. On one waterSihed, divided by the sP~
are the latrines; on the other watershed are the cOO
camps and mess buildings.

Most of the supervisors have directed similar con-
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a long way from civilization. It was difficult to dis·
suade them from jumping into the fracas anyhow.
The Mexican crisis passed. but then a bigger thing
came along. District foresters wanted to get into it
and said so; forest supervisors likewise, deputy super­
visors the same, forest examiners and inspectors. ditto.
Some did get into it, via the Officers Reservc,-witness
Eldredge.

Foresters, from the very needs of their work, are
red-blooded; they are used to doing things; they are
accustomed to be where there are hard tasks to per­
form; naturally they are patriotic because their job
is to look out for the "rocks and rills, the woods and
templed hills." But counting only what may be called
the least of their impulses. they have usually been
where a good deal is going on; they didn't want to
be out of the crowd where the most stupendous up·
heaval of the world was taking place. This may be no
nobler spring of action than the one which prompts a
man to go across the street to see a dog-fight. but to

CAPTAI~ ELDREDGE AT WORK

riding, straight-shooting lot of men, nOt only familiar
with hardship and the life of the open, but pariicularly
capable of looking out for themselves. by themselves,
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FORESTERS TO THE FRONT
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jrUction on their own (orests. with bridges. lookout have applied for the rank and file-successful small
.,..ers. ranger stations. and telephone lines. The mill operators and woods foremen.-men of ability in
-,terials of construction for these were taken right their fields of work and of standing in their com-
out of the woods on the ground. munities. ,/"\.

The French timber wi.!l be taken out of forests of Thus the enlisted men are picked woodsmen, and
oak, beech, hornbeam, with some stands of pine; most especial care has been exercised to get those needed
tfit is small-not over a foot in diameter. Since the for specific tasks. Ax-men. sawyers, tie-backs. skid­
lortsts are more nearly equivalent to the woodlot type defS, teamsters, and blacksmiths have come in; milt­
of the Eastern states, it has been the aim of the re· wrights, sawmill operators. engineers, filers, farriers,
cru.iting officer to get the forces from the East rather cooks and carpenters.
than from the West. where woods workers are ac· Reports now are that there will be six additional
mstomed to handling larger stuff. forestry regiments. This will give men like Coert

The men who will work this timber will be woods- DuBois and Redington, who have all along wanted to
mm. The officers are trained in forestry and lumber· come in, the chance they have been looking for. All
ing and their task will be to see that the timber is of the regiments, including this first one, will be under
tfficiently manufactured and utilized. At the same the direction of regular engineer officers, the "tie·
time they are to make sure that there shall be no un· hacking tenth," or the "fighting foresters," being Or­
Jlecessary destruction so that the forests will be left ganized and commanded by Colonel James A. Wood­
ib the best possible shape for the future. The French ruff, Engineer Corps, U. S. A.
fo~sts have been painstakingly cared for, over many The foregoing, then, is a discursive sketch of the
years, and French forestry has been an example to beginnings of the forest regiment. It does not give
American foresters. Gifford Pine hot himself got part much in detail, and it leaves out many things that
of his forestry training at Nancy, where the forest might go in. It mainly explains why Captain EI­
Sdlool has actually been under fire. dredge, chigger-infested but cheerful. spent hot July

The men for the ranks are coming fast. Everard. days getting ready for a big undertaking and a most
!rotlt from New Orleans, his old home. reports plenty serious and necessary job. which will be attended with
.. applicants for positions as interpreters from the real risks. and will have its share of fire. The regi­
~lfnch population of that city. John Cobbs has been ment is organized on military lines for military service.
~he mountains of North Carolina; Kiefer in the big to be much in the thick of things, for that is where
. bet tamps of Michigan and Wisconsin; Reynolds it is needed. Some of the fellows known to that great

'11. lip in the Adirondacks, where he studied the fires of fellowship of foresters will not come back; but that is
::. getting the plans explained to the lumberjacks a hazard of war. At least, says Captain Eldredge,

e. Clifford Pettis, New York's state forester and who claims to have read up on the subject. there are
Itt of the listing officers for the regiment. has been no chiggers in France,-which is his cheerful way of
~rised and delighted with the type of men who looking at the future.

We see them go where barricca-dce-.----:cW=-=-b-e-.-ecF=.-.-n-ce's forests bleed for France
Are builded of the trees they fell; They toil with hand and heart and brain

leaf.screens against the air-craft raids To help the Starry Flag advance,-
And log redoubts 'gainst screaming shell. God send them safely back again!


