FRENCH FORESTS IN THE WAR

By MAJOR BARRINGTON MOORE

FTER the first two years of the war, the tonnage
A shortage made it impossible to ship wood to

France, except aeroplane stock and the like, for
wood is very bulky and the necessary shipping would
have been enormous, more than could possibly have been
spared with safety. Yet wood is a military necessity.

The ports of France were not built with a view to
the landing of large armies, and were wholly inadequate;
yet the speedy debarkation of the troops. with their
munitions and supplies, had to be assured at all costs
The submarines forced the ships to come in convoys
of ten or fifteen at once, requiring several times the dock-
ing space the same number of ships would have needed
singly. Wharves, miles of wharves, were of immediate
necessity, For this we must have piling and wharf
timbers.

But, once the troops and supplies were landed, our
difficulties did not end. It was necessary to find shelter
for them. Sacks of flour cannot be left out in the rain.
Warchouses became necessary, warehouses of gigantic
size and capacity, HRailroads had to be laid in the ware-
houses, one depot alone requiring eighty-five miles.
Lumber for these warchouses had to be furnished imme-
diately.

Wherever possible, we billeted our troops in houses to
barracks. But the crowded condition of the
country, owing to the refugees from Belgium and the
invaded parts of France made this inadequate. Cur men
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were dying of pneumonia. We simply had to have bar-
racks. Every suitable building that could be found
anywhere in France was turned into a hospital, but yet
there were not enough. We required large quantities of
lumber for hospitals.

After the army was landed, its supplies cared for,
and the men were in billets or barracks—in all of which
wood plays the leading role—the army must be moved
forward. As a matter of fact, it had to be moved for-
ward even before the preparations for landing were coni-
pleted. IEverything was done under the utmost tension,
and still not rapidly enough.

The transportation of men and guns, with munitions
and supplies, required the construction of new railroad
lines and the double-tracking of others. Ties became
more important than guns, because without the railroads
the guns could not be brought to the front. When the
Germans broke through in March and got within close
range of Amiens, they paralyzed the main artery between
the French and British armies. Another railroad had to
be built, and bwlt quickly. Fortunately, the Canadians
had ties ready cut for an emergency.

In order to permit one organization to communicate
quickly with another, it was necessary to construct tele-
phone and telegraph lines,
and thousands of poles.

Cooking the food and keeping the men warm meant
tons and tons of fuelwood.

This called for thousands
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At the front, trenches and other defensive works called
for large numbers of props, barbed wire pickets, and
other round material.

To bring up the artillery quickly over the shell-torn
ground, it was necessary to build hasty roads with five-
inch plank. The amount of lumber consumed as road
plank was enormous.

Add 1o the foregoing an insistent demand for lumber
to make packing cases and for countless smaller uses,
and vou will have some slight conception of wood as a
military necessity.
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chief of the French transportation system, told us with
vivid emphasis that failure to send forestry troops
promptly would spell disaster. General Pershing was so
anxious about the situation that he personally dictated
an urgent eable asking the War Department to stop send-
ing fighting men until they had first sent forestry troops.

But, what will be the use of sending forestry troops
and sawmills unless there is enough standing timber?
The vital question then was, did France possess enough
standing timber to fill the indispensable requirements not
anly of their own army and civil population, but of the
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We had not been in France long before this necessity
for lumber faced us m terrible earnestness. Ouor Army
engineers had always found at hand whatever materials
they needed, and they drew up elaborate plans accord-
ingly. The Chief of Engineers of the A, E. I, ecalled
in Colonel Graves and made him responsible for furnish-
ing the lumber to carry out these plans, Accordingly
Colonel Graves and 1 went to work to procure it. We
knew that the tonnage shortage prevented our importing
it, but we understood that the French would fill our first
requirements.

What was our dismay to learn that by furnishing us
lumber the French had simply meant they would furnish
us the trees standing in the forests. They had no piles,
and they had not enough lumber or ties for themselves.
Even worse, they had no labor. What were we to do?
The situation was critical, Ouwr troops were on their
way over, and we had nothing built to receive them, nor
any materials with which to build. We must have for-
estry troops and sawmills at once. Mr. Claveille, the

British army and the American army as well? The con-
struction program of the American engineers called for
lumber in guantities which staggered the French.

Fortunately, France did have the forests. The situa-
tion was saved, the war shortened by many long months,
And why did she have them? Because she had prac-
ticed forestry for generations.

We must not imagine that she always practiced for-
estry. Like other countries, she began by destroying
her forests. Eventually, however, she saw the disas-
trous effects of her recklessness, and gradually turned
trom destroying to restoring, and then to building up.
For example, 100 years ago the southwestern corner of
France, extending from Bordeaux to the Pyrenees
Mountains, was almost as treeless as the prairie, and
was fringed by sand dunes which were constantly in
movement, burying fields and houses and even whole
villages. Napoleon called in engineers and foresters.
These men succeeded in holding the dunes in place by
planting with maritime pine; and then they planted up
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the whole interior of the region with the same tree
During the war this region was the largest source ol
lumber, not only for the French army, but for the British
and American armies as well.

The French forests were, therefore, not simply nature’s
gift, but the fruit of conscious effort, applied with pains-
taking care and industry through long years.

Forestry 1o a Frenchman is the accepted way of hand-
Ing forests. He cannot conceive of handling woodlands
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timber that was ready to be cut, and even to sacrifice
that which they would not normally have cut for ten
or fiftcen years. But they were firm against annihilating
any forest, or cutting it in such a way that it could not
recover with reasonable care. They, therefore, main-
tained absclute control over the methods of cutting. On
the government owned forests, they were particularly
strict, marking every tree to be cut and prescribing in

detail the methods of brush disposal, etc. On private

THE FIEST CAMF OF THE AMERICAN FORESTERS AND

LUMBERJACES

In France everybody, even those
who are not foresters or humbermen, understands what

in any other way.
forestry means. When you say you are a forester you
don’t have to stop and explain as you do in America,
It is just as clear as if you said you were a lawyer or a
doctor. This universal understanding of the aims of
forestry is the most potent factor in the upbuilding of
the forest resources of any country. It is to the interest
of the lumberman to have a perpetual supply of timber
tor cut ; it is to the interest of the wood using industries to
have a permanent source of raw material; and it is to
the interest of the country as a whole to be independent
of outside sources of supply.

Na wonder, then, that the French valued their forests,
and were unwilling to have them needlessly destroyed.
They did not forget the years of toil they had spent in
creating them. They were willing to give up all the

lands the owner marked or desigmated in the coniract
those trees which he wounld sell. He also laid down the
manner of brush disposal and other operations. Ultimate
control was vested in a commitice composed of represen-
tatives selected by the Minister of Agriculture, the Min-
ister of AMunitions as well as all other interested members
of the cabinet, and representatives of the lumber in-
dusiry. Under these conditions we had little choice as
to methods of cuttings.

The operations were uniformly well carried out. The
stumps were cut so low you could hardly see them; the
tops were chopped into cordwood, and the slash thor-
oughly cleaned up. The cutting areas oi the Canadians
and Americans were generally better than those of the
French wood merchants themselves, This goes to show
that the lumberman can cut under forestry methods when
he has to. He can do it even when subjected to the
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