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Descriptive Summary
Title: Biltmore Forestry Fair Collection,

Dates: 1908 - 1909

Creator: American Lumberman (Firm)

Abstract: Held November 26-29, 1908, the Biltmore Forest Festival was hosted by
Estate forester and Biltmore Forest School founder Carl Alwin Schenck.
Industry representatives, foresters, and lay persons interested in forestry
from across the southern United States were invited to attend the festivities.
Tours of plantations, herbaria, experimental plots, and nurseries on
the Estate highlighted thinning operations, reforestation and logging
activities, and conservation measures in use by foresters on the Estate.
Schenck explained scientific forestry techniques to guests on the tours
and provided entertainment in the form of a possum hunt, luncheons, and
dinners. An event organized to celebrate twenty years of professional forest
management and ten years of operating the Biltmore Forest School on
George Vanderbilt's Biltmore Estate, the 1908 Forest Festival helped spread
the notion of scientific forestry across the southern United States in the first
decade of the twentieth century.

The collection includes seven articles published in American Lumberman
magazine from September 1908 to January 1909 reporting on the 1908
Forest Festival held at the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North Carolina.

Extent: 7 articles

Repository: Forest History Society Library and Archives

Call Number: 2003-001

Language of Material: Material in English

Historical Note

In 1898 German forester Carl Alwin Schenck left his native country to take up the position of chief forester
on George Vanderbilt's Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North Carolina. That same year he founded the Biltmore
Forest School and served as its sole director until the school closed in 1913. During his tenure as chief forester
on the Estate, Schenck introduced many of the German silvicultural techniques he had learned as a forester
in Germany and sought to teach scientific management philosophy to both his forestry school students and to
members of the broader forestry community.
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To celebrate the twentieth anniversary of professional forest management on the Biltmore Estate and the
tenth anniversary of the Biltmore Forest School, Carl Schenck organized a forest fair to promote the idea
of scientific forestry to other foresters, timber owners, trade journalists, and lay persons in the southern
United States. Held 26 - 29 November in 1908, the Biltmore Forest Festival showcased silvicultural methods,
experimental forestry techniques, reforestation and regeneration efforts, and plantation forest management
in use on lands owned by George Vanderbilt around the city of Asheville, North Carolina. The trade journal
American Lumberman produced an in-depth report of the fair, which it published in numerous issues from
September 1908 to January 1909. The forest festival allowed Schenck to encourage those associated with
forest industries to adopt professional forest conservation techniques to ensure sustained production from
healthy forests.

Schenck left George Vanderbilt's employ in 1907 and disbanded the Biltmore Forest School in 1913 due to
declining enrollment. In the 1910s the Vanderbilts sold portions of land comprising their Biltmore Estate
in Asheville, and parts of the forested tracts were later incorporated into the Pisgah National Forest. The
1908 Biltmore Forest Festival highlighted the historical importance of the Biltmore Estate, which was the
first property in the United States managed by a professionally trained American forester (Gifford Pinchot)
and home to the first American forestry school (the Biltmore Forest School). The festival promoted forest
conservation in the United States by showcasing model forests on the Biltmore Estate that exhibited the
positive effects of professional scientific forestry. It thus played a significant role in the establishment and
evolution of early professional forestry in the United States.

Collection Overview

This collection consists of seven articles published in issues of the lumber trade journal American Lumberman
dating from September 12, 1908 to January 16, 1909. The articles report details about a forest festival held
November 26-19, 1908 on George Vanderbilt's Biltmore Estate near Asheville, North Carolina. Largely
organized and hosted by Biltmore Estate chief forester and Biltmore Forest School founder Carl Alwin
Schenck, the event served as an opportunity for Schenck to showcase practical forestry applications being
implemented on the Biltmore Estate. Timber company owners, foresters, educators, journalists, and persons
specifically interested in scientific forestry were invited to attend this event celebrating the twentieth
anniversary of forest management on the Estate and the tenth anniversary of the Biltmore Forest School.

The Forest Fair included tours of forest plantations, herbaria, and nurseries managed by Biltmore Estate staff
or Biltmore Forest School students. Estate foresters and Biltmore students assisted Schenck in guiding visitors
through various stations set up to highlight specific management techniques and silvicultural methods. Festival
attendees saw first-hand experimental plots of non-native tree species; trees damaged by bark beetles and
other insect pests; stands of regenerated forests, examples of improvement cuttings; thinning operations;
and experimental pruning techniques. Outdoor luncheons, hikes through forests and to the top of Mount
Pisgah, a possum hunt, and dinners held at Carl Schenck's Estate residence and at the Battery Park Hotel in
Asheville complemented lectures delivered by Schenck in the field during the tours. The festival concluded on
November 29, 1908.

The editors of American Lumberman magazine advertised the event in their September 12, 1908 issue and
published lengthy descriptions of festival activities in six weekly issues dating from December 5, 1908 to
January 16, 1909. Through ensuring media coverage of the 1908 Biltmore Forest Festival, Carl Schenck was
able to promote the idea of scientific forest management and forest conservation to a wider audience than he
was previously able to easily reach. The festival was thus a means for encouraging public and private forestry
enterprises in the southern United States to adopt such silvicultural methods to ensure continuous growth and
production of forest resources.
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The articles comprising this collection were published in issues of the lumber trade journal American
Lumberman dating from September 1908 to January 1909. The Forest History Society Library holds an almost
complete run of American Lumberman dating from 1899 to 1960. Prior to 1899 the journal was published
under the title Northwestern Lumberman. The name of the publication changed to Building Materials
Merchandiser in 1961 and again to Home Center in 1972.

Collection Arrangement

1. American Lumberman Articles, 1908-1909

Restrictions

Access Restrictions

No restrictions.

Copyright Notice

The nature of the Forest History Society's archival holdings means that copyright or other information
about restrictions may be difficult or even impossible to determine despite reasonable efforts. The Forest
History Society claims only physical ownership of most archival materials.

The materials from our collections are made available for use in research, teaching, and private study,
pursuant to U.S. Copyright law. The user must assume full responsibility for any use of the materials,
including but not limited to, infringement of copyright and publication rights of reproduced materials.
Any materials used for academic research or otherwise should be fully credited with the source.

Subject Headings

Biltmore Estate (Asheville, N.C.) -- Anniversaries

Biltmore Forest School -- History

Festivals -- Asheville (N.C.)

Forest conservation -- United States

Foresters -- United States -- Biography

Forestry schools and education -- North Carolina

Forests and forestry -- North Carolina -- History

Forests and Forestry -- United States -- History

Schenck, Carl Alwin, 1868-1955

Vanderbilt, George Washington, 1862-1914

Administrative Information

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Biltmore Forestry Fair Collection, Library and Archives, Forest History Society,
Durham, NC, USA.
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Processing Information

Processed by Elizabeth Arnold, August 2003

Encoded by Amanda Ross, April 2009

Funding from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission supported the encoding of
this finding aid. Support for digitization and outreach provided by the Alvin J. Huss Endowment.



Detailed Description of the Collection

1. American Lumberman Articles, 1908-1909. 7 articles

7 articles

Forestry School at Biltmore to Hold Unique Celebration, September 12, 1908

This one-page article advertises the four-day 1908 forestry festival. The article describes
plans for allowing invited guests to: (1) inspect plantations; (2) examine second-growth
forests; (3) tour an herbarium and nurseries where reforestation work was then being
practiced; (4) view logging operations in Pisgah Forest via carriage tours of the woods; and
(6) hike to the top of Mount Pisgah. The article appears on page 54 in the September 12,
1908 issue.

Three Days' Forest Festival on the Biltmore Estate (Part One), December 5, 1908

This three-page article is the first installment of a six-part series describing in detail the
various lectures, social activities, and site tours offered to guests at the 1908 Biltmore
Forest Fair. This article appearing on pages 35-37 in the December 5, 1908 issue
specifically: (1) provides a brief history of the Biltmore Estate; (2) traces the development
of the Biltmore Forest School; (3) lists festival attendees; (4) describes the forest
conservation lectures given by Carl Schenck while hosting tours; and (5) explains the
planning behind the festival.

Three Days' Forest Festival on the Biltmore Estate (Part Two), December 12, 1908

This two-page article is the second installment of a six-part series describing in detail the
various lectures, social activities, and site tours offered to guests at the 1908 Biltmore
Forest Fair. This article appearing on pages 43-44 in the December 12, 1908 issue
describes topics addressed on the tours at the festival, including: (1) aesthetic features of
Asheville, the industrial activities that drive the city's economy, and the role of lumberman
George Willis Pack in shaping the city's forest economy; (2) the growth of oak, pine, and
poplar on the Biltmore Estate and in Asheville's woods; (3) methods of thinning and other
measures used to encourage tree growth; (4) the hospitality offered during a luncheon
held at Schenck's home on the Biltmore Estate during the festival; and (5) Carl Schenck's
perceptions of local forests.

Three Days' Forest Festival on the Biltmore Estate (Part Three), December 19, 1908

This three-page article is the third installment of a six-part series describing in detail the
various lectures, social activities, and site tours offered to guests at the 1908 Biltmore
Forest Fair. This article appearing on pages 43-45 in the December 19, 1908 issue
describes topics addressed on the tours at the festival, including: (1) insect foes of forests,
specifically the bark beetle; (2) description of plantings at Browntown plantation; (3)
improvement cuttings on oak and pine forests; (4) experimental pruning; (5) tree planting
by festival attendees; (6) features of the grounds of the Biltmore Estate surrounding
Biltmore House; and (7) a lengthy biography of Carl A. Schenck.

Three Days' Forest Festival on the Biltmore Estate (Part Four), December 26, 1908

This three-page article is the fourth installment of a six-part series describing in detail
the various lectures, social activities, and site tours offered to guests at the 1908 Biltmore
Forest Fair. This article appears on pages 50-52 in the December 26, 1908 issue and
describes the Thanksgiving banquet held the first day of the festival at the Battery Park
Hotel in Asheville. Includes a description of the meal provided as well as the full text of
speeches given by Carl Schenck and others in attendance at the banquet.

http://foresthistory.org/Research/Biltmore_Project/AmLmbArticle12sep1908.pdf
http://foresthistory.org/Research/Biltmore_Project/AmLmbArticle5dec1908.pdf
http://foresthistory.org/Research/Biltmore_Project/AmLmbArticle12dec1908.pdf
http://foresthistory.org/Research/Biltmore_Project/AmLmbArticle19dec1908.pdf
http://foresthistory.org/Research/Biltmore_Project/AmLmbArticle26dec1908.pdf


Three Days' Forest Festival on the Biltmore Estate (Part Five), January 2, 1909

This two-page article is the fifth installment of a six-part series describing in detail the
various lectures, social activities, and site tours offered to guests at the 1908 Biltmore
Forest Fair. This article appearing on pages 54-55 in the January 2, 1909 issue describes:
(1) the journey taken by guests from Asheville across the French Broad River to the
Biltmore Estate to begin the festival on the second day; (2) the good roads on the Estate;
(3) the raising of chickens, cows, and pigs on the Biltmore Estate; (3) how George
Vanderbilt gained title to the lands comprising his Estate; (4) the several small furniture
factories operating on the Estate; (5) railroad freight rates for transportation of lumber
from Asheville; (6) tanning activities on the Estate and revenue derived from them; and (7)
merchantable timber species grown on Biltmore lands.

Three Days' Forest Festival on the Biltmore Estate (Part Six), January 16, 1908

This three-page article is the sixth installment of a six-part series describing in detail the
various lectures, social activities, and site tours offered to guests at the 1908 Biltmore
Forest Fair. This article appearing on pages 52-54 in the January 16, 1909 issue describes
festival activities held the second day of the fair. Includes discussion of: (1) a tour of a
walnut plantation; (2) the growth of pine on abandoned field; (3) white pine improvement
cuttings; (4) experimental plantings of western U.S. species on Biltmore forests; (5) yellow
poplar regeneration; (6) use of French silvicultural methods along river banks; (7) and the
outdoor luncheon provided on November 27,1908.

http://foresthistory.org/Research/Biltmore_Project/AmLmbArticle2jan1909.pdf
http://foresthistory.org/Research/Biltmore_Project/AmLmbArticle16jan1909.pdf

