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Transcription

[Transcription of a four-page typed letter from German forester and former Biltmore Forest School
director Dr. Carl Alwin Schenck (1868-1955) in Darmstadt, Germany, addressed to "Dear friends
anywhere in notably in the USA" in which he sends Christmas greetings and describes the work and
leisure activities he accomplished during 1934. Topics covered include his and Mrs. Schenck's travels;
their hikes through area forests; his game-watching, fishing, and hunting activities; Schenck's
correspondence with forestry leaders in the United States during the year; and the saltless diet Dr. and
Mrs. Schenck were on for much of the year. The original spelling and formatting of the letter has been
maintained in the transcription below without any editorial correction. Digital scans (150 dpi; maximum
pixel limitation of 600 pixels) of each page of the letter are included at the end of this document. The
letter is part of the Alfred Cunningham Papers held by the Library and Archives of the Forest History
Society in Durham, North Carolina.]

C. A Schenck, DARMSTADT, Heidel berger strasse 16, at Christmas 1934.

Dear friends anywhere in notably in the USA

You know it anyhow, | love you; and | |ove you—prom se to | ove
you—better in 1935 that what | did and denonstrated in 1934. M body
lies snmouldering in the fatherland; but my soul is marching on, all the
time, with you thru the USA. On every sunday, in particular, | am comuning
with you while | read on of the classic sernmons of Dr. W E. Fosdick. |
wi sh on you and on your |oved ones, all the tinme and not only at Christnas,
all God's best blessings. AMEN

At this point, | mght close ny Christnmas card to you. But | suppose
that you, too, continue to be sonewhat interested in ny affairs and wel -
fares. And | ook here, here is their record for the whole year 1934.

FROM JANUARY TO NMAY, our H Q were in old Darnstadt, worl dfaned as
everybody knows for being the hub of Europe; it is within a night's ride
fromeither Vienna, or Paris, London, Prague, MIlano, Brussels, Berlin
of course, and of sone nore suburbs of Darnstadt. At Darmnstadt, snugly es-
tablished in my old apartment, Ms. Schenck and | were sick with flues for
3 weeks, were playing bridge with friends for 7 weeks, and we had many a
week of really grand operatics such as Gotterdanmmerung (which is no duss-
word), Magic Flute, Figaros Wdding, Fidelio, Hensel and Gretel, Puppenfee
Country of Sniles etc etc.; we also had sonme grand nusic otherw se: The Vio-
lin concerts by Beethoven, Mendel ssohn Busoni and Spohr and the synphonies 5
7 and 8 by Beethoven, 3 and 4 by Schumann. |f you do not know what t hat
is, --just hurry to Darnstadt and to nme. M stepson and godson
CGeorge Kul enkanpff is today THE Leadi ng violinist of all Germany;
and | too have turned nusician, to ny own surprise—and probably
al so to yours.
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| NTERVEZZO

On all Wednesdays, we attended | ectures at the Darnstadt “Tech”
where you can have all sorts of infornmation, fromchem stry and physics
and — there is a tanning institute, a cellulose fibre institute, a bo-

tanical institute and what not --- but we were satisfied to listen to |ec-
tures on the recent history of the great powers of the world. Really,
those were nost fascinating lectures. And a lecture, | tell you ---

On every other week — or sunday, rain or shine or snow all three of
them we strolled through the woods which encircle Darnstadt, weathlike,
-- there are the PINERIES of the Rhine valley with the finest riding roads
on the earth; and there are the hardwood forests of the hill country
with the beech and oak and maple etc. etc, in all age classes, --and
there is the — former grnadducal park with wild boar and red deer
and fallow deer; and there are thousands of foot paths |leading thru
all that sort of beauty.

((And there was — Mardi gras! Do not ask nme for details of the
frolicki] king time which we had—n spite of our dignifying old age—at an an-
cient inn naned the Hess! No! Forget that! | ought nto to tell ---!

When t he peaches and when the apples were in bloom at Easter tine,
our excursions were extended so as to include the proxinmty of the “hub”
inall directions. W do not own a car; thus we did the side trips on
foot, by buss and by rail. dorious they were! W visited Heidel berg
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Oppenhei m on Rhi ne, Aschaffenburg on the Main, Wrms, Zw ngenberg, Anorback
etc etc. And - before that, on Mardi gras, -- do’'nt ask me what frolicking
time we had at an ancient inn known as the Hess

Did | do any work in Darnstadt? Well, yes and no! | finished a
little book on the trees of the woods, hand- illustrated (!), and | tried
to keep step (goose step) with the grand and novel strides nade by American
forestry under NIRA and under the LUVBER CODES. | was in correspondence with
| eaders |like Chas. L. Pack, Dr. WIson Conpton, H E. Hardtner, P.F. Ridsdale,
Howard Krinbill, R S. Kellogg, S. R Black, G M Cornwall, Ed. Meeker (Hard
wood Record), Ward Shepard et al; | kept in touch with the faculties of Syra-

cuse, Berkel ey, Mscow and of dear M ssoula (here incl. The Druids and the
Lions!), further with the Forest Service in Asheville, Portland, M ssoula,
and New Orleans, and finally with the “boys” engaged in the Tenn Vall ey
Authority and inthe C C C. M own letters continue to sing the sane tine-
honored (not honored otherw se) nelody: “” Sustained forestry cannot comne
to private lands unless it does come by cooperation, financially, of NATION
and OMNER" " .

| didn’t acconplish nmuch; Alas, | amninus a typist; | cannot
afford a good one (for fear of losing ny dollars); nor can | afford a
bad one (for fear of losing ny tenper.) And how can you expect a fellow
to be efficient when he does his own typing??

FROM JUNE TO DECEMBER , M's. Schenck and | have been living in
the old Schenck place, DI NDENFELS near Darnstadt. Here, | have sone fishing

and some hunting rights; and indeed, | have been fishing and hunting contin-
uously, Ms. Schenck frequently with me of an evening on a “ pulpit in the
woods”. Watching the gane is nore fun than killing it. Still, there were

rabbits all the tine, roebucks in July, partridges in August, English phea-
sants in Septenber, Wodcock in Cct., and just now, every Thursday, there is
a small hunting party on ny grounds consisting of 12 guns and of as many
beat ers.
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Visitors have been com ng and going, all sumrer |ong, anpbng them sone
of my Anerican Merck relatives and al nost anobng them Ms. R R of Ashville
N. C. The sunmer was extrenely hot; but its tenperatures didn't prevent us
fromjourneying to BAYREUTH where we had Parsifal and the Mei stersinger un-
der Richard Strauss. From Bayreuth, we hopped to dear old Miuni ch where we
chanced to meet Dr. W/l son Conpton and his dear Billy boy, and M. W R Brown
and his dear daughter, -- all fresh froma trip thru the German forests and
all bent for the PASSION PLAY in OCberanmmergau. Lo, what fun it is to neet
Anmerican friends anywhere and notably in Minich

You see, as a whole, we had a glorious year, --- in the face of
econonmi ¢ disaster, in spite of politics, of assassinations, of H ndenburg s
death, and of the shock of the Roehmrevolt; also, in spite of the fact
that Ms. Schenck broke her little toe square thru, one norning, --- all’s
wel I that heals well!

The nost | amentable fact of 1934 is , however, this: Both of us have
been put on a strictly saltless diet. | do'nt like it.

Fortunately for ne, Rhinew ne does not contain any salt and Rhine w ne
has not been tabooed by the Aescul aps. Consequently, if our ears should
ring on NEW YEARS EVE, just remenber that it is fromnmy toasting you per-
sonally and in Rhine wine at the birth of a glorious new

1935 1111

Very sincerely yours
C. A Schenck

Not dictated but witten by CAS
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c. l.-ﬁuhinn‘r, DARMSTADT, Heldelberger strasse 18, st Christmas 1934

Dear friends snywhere in motably imn thali8A |

You kiow it mnyhow: I love you; and I love you=- promise Lo love
¥ou~— bétter in 1938 than whet I 414 snd demonstrated in 1954, My body
lisg smouldering in the fatherland; but my soul is merching om, all the
time, with you thru the USA., On every sunday, in particular,I am communing
with you while I repd om of the classis sarmons of Dr. W. E. Foedigk. I
wish om you and on your loved cnes, sll the time sny™%only et Christoes,
all God's best bleseinge. AMEN,

At thim point, I might close my Christmas omed to you. But I suppose
that you, too, continue to be somewhat interected in my affeirs snd wel-
fares. And look here, here io thelr recosd for the whole yoor 1084.

FROM JANUARY TO MAY, our H. §. were in old Dermstedt, worldfemed os
everybody knows for being the hub of Burope; it is within s night'o ride
from either ¥ienna, or Perls, London, Prague, Milapo, Brussels, Berlinm

ef couree, mnd of some more suburbs of Darmstedt. AtDirmetadt, onugly ea=
teblishked in =my old apartment Mra. Shenck cod I were mick with flues for
& weeks, wers ploying bridge with friends for 7 weeks, and we hed many &
w2ek of Tenlly grand operatics such am OS5tterdNemerung [ whioh is no duss-
word) Magie Flute, Pigeros Wedding, Fidelio, Hemsel nnd Gretel, Puppenfee
Country of Smiles ete ete.; we clso had some grand musie otherwise: TheVio—
lineoneerts by Besthoven, huﬂa!nnnhﬂ“:hﬂspuhr ani the symphonies § 7 ond
8 by Beebhoven, B end 4 by Schumana . If you d¢ not knaw whet that
is, =- just hurry to Darmstadt and to me.bMy stepson emd godoon
George Kalonkempff is todey THE Leading violimist of all Germany;
ead I too have turned musicien, to my own ourprise-- and probobly

alsg to yours.
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INTERMEZZO

On =1l Wednesdays, we sttended lectures st the Darmstedt » Zeche
whers you oan have all sorts of information, frow chemistry and physiecs
ond == there is o tenning dinstitute, & cellulose fibre institute, & bo—
tanioal institute end what Dot === but we were satisféed to listen to lec
tures ¢o the recent history of the great powers of the world. Reslly,

those were most fescineting lecturss. And a  lecturer, T tell you =--

On every other week - or sunday, rein or shine or snow all three of
them, we strolled through the woods which enoirele Darmstedt, wreathlike,
== there are¢ the PINERIES of the Rhine walley with the finest #iding roads
on the esrth ; and there are the hordwood forests of the hill gountry
with their beech end oek end =maple eto ete, in cll sge clesses, --end
there is the - former grnadducel perk with wild boar end red deer
and fellow deer; end thege are thounsnds of foot paths lsading thru

8ll that cort of besoty.

({Ana~ t.Q-n wey - lu-m. gras 1 Do :?m: sk me for dntaila of the frolickis
king tinm Yhiuﬁ wa hnd—+ in spite of onr dtgnifylng uld uen- at mn an-
oient inm niptd the Hess ¥ Mol Forget thet! I Bught tﬁ tell -wt

¥hen the peaches and when the apples were inm bloom, at Esster time,
cur excursions were oxtended sc &s to ineclude the proximity of the » hubw
in all directions. We do not own & ear; thuos we 214 the side trips on
foot, by bues and by rall. Gloricus they werel We visited Heldelberg,
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Oppenhei= on Rhine, Ascheffenburg cn the Main, Worms, Zvingenbegps, Amorbach
#to ete. And -=- befors that,K on Marai gree, -— do'nt ask me what frolicking
timews hed at &n &ncient inn known as the Heam 1

Did I &0 sny work in Dermstadt? Well, yes end no 1 I finished
1ittle book on the trees of the woode, hand= illustrated (1), and I tried
tokeep step( goome step) with the grand snd novel strides made by American
Torestry under HIRA and under the LUMBER CODEBR. I was in correpondende with
leaders like Chas. L. Pack, Dr. Wilseon Compton, H. E. Hardtmer, P.F. Hidsdnls
Howard Erinbill, R. B. Kellogg, £. R. Black,d. M. Cornwall, Ed, Meoker { Herd
wood Record) Werd Shepard et sl; I kept in touvh with the fmoulties of Syra~
cuse, Berkeley, Moscow and of dear Missoulal here imel, the Druids aad the
Lionsl), further with the Forest Service in Asheville, Portland, Missouls,
and Hew Orleens, and finelly with the = boyes engeged in the Tenn Valley
Authority and in the €. ©. 0. My own letters continue to sing the some time-
henored( not honored otherwise) melody:ss Susteined forestry cannot come
to privete lands unless 1t does ocome by cooper:tiom, finamoially, of NATION
and JWHERw»,

T a%dn’t wsocomplish much; Alss, I &g minus & typisty I conmot
arford o good one{ for fear of losing my dsllers) § nor pan I efford a
bed one ( for fear of loslng =y temper). And  how can you expect ¢ felloy
to be efficient when he doos his own typing??

FROM JUME %0 DECEMEER , Mre. Schemck and I heve beon Iiving im
the old Schenck place, GINDENFELS near Dermstedt, Here, I have some fishing
and some huntlng rights; and indoed, I heve been firhung and hunting eontine
uously, Mre. Schenckfraquently with me of an evoning cn s » pulpit in the
woodew. Watching the game 4= more fun then killing it. S8till, there were
rabbits ell the time, roebucks in July, partridges in Augast, Englis) phea-
sente in September, Woodoook in Oot., ond jJust now, every Thursday, there is .

| & smell humting perty on my prounds comsisting of 1% guns aod of ee many
I beatern.
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¥isltors heve been comlog ond going, oll summer long, among Lhem sSome
o my Americen Merck relatives and almest among them Mra. R. R. of Asheville
N 0. The summer wam extremely hot; but ite temperstures Aidn*t prevent us
from journeying to BAYREUTH where woe hed Parsifel and the Melstersinger un—
der Richard Strauss. From Bayreuth, we hopped to dear old Munich where we
cheneed to mect Dr. Wilson Compton and his decr Billy boy, ond Mr.¥W, R.Brown
and hia dear deughter, -- all freah from o trip thro the German forests and
all bent for the PASEION PLAY in Obersemergaun. Lo, what ﬁ.u iz to meet
Amsrican friends anywhers and notably in Munichl

¥You see, ms & whole, we had a glorioue year, =—— in the fece of
soonomlo disaster, in epite of politles, of sasasslpetlons, of Hindenmburg's
death, and of the shock of the Roohm revolt; also, im spite of the fmot
that Mrs. Bchenck broke her little toes sguars thru, one sorning, -—— all's
well thet heals well 1

The most lamentable fact of 1954 1= , bowover, thisi1 Both of us have
been put on & otrictly caltleso diet. I do"nt like it,

Portunately for me, Fhinewlme does mot contsln emy selt and Bbipe wine
has not been taboced by the Aesculpps.Comsecuently, if your ears should
ring on HEW YEARE EVE, just remezber thite it is from my tomoting yon per=
scanlly end in Fhine wine st the birth of n glorious Dew

1935 e

Yery sincerely yours
C: A. Schonck
Not dieteted but written by CAS,
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