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Transcription

[Transcription of a three-page typed Christmas letter from German forester and former Biltmore Forest
School forest director Carl Alwin Schenck (1868-1955) to "Dear friends anywhere and notably in America"
penned in Lindenfels and Darmstadt, Germany. In the letter, Schenck sends his friends wishes for a
happy Christmas and new year and discusses such topics as: his and Mrs. Schenck's European travels
during 1937; a trip he took to the Canadian Labrador which enabled him to renew forestry acquaintances
made years before in Canada and the United States; and European forestry association meetings he
attended and forestry lectures he gave during the year. The letter includes one paragraph on politics in
which Schenck expresses approval for Adolf Hitler, concluding that "Hitler's regime has done, however
and undeniably, more for good forestry and more for good game laws than what was done by all imperial
and democratic governments before him." [p. 3, middle paragraph] The original spelling and formatting
of the letter has been maintained in the transcription below without any editorial correction. Digital scans
(150 dpi; maximum pixel limitation of 600 pixels) of each page of the letter are included at the end of
this document. The letter is part of the Alfred Cunningham Papers held by the Library and Archives of the
Forest History Society in Durham, North Carolina.]

From C. A Schenck, Lindenfels and Darnstadt, Gernany,
at Christmas 1937.

Dear friends anywhere and notably in Anerica:

Here are nmy best wishes for a nmerry Christmas and for a happy
New year, for you and for your |oved ones!

And right here | might close: But | am anxious to say nore, |
am solicitous for your continued attachment, ---and how on earth
can | expect you to continue attached unless you know what | have
been experiencing during the year about to end? Nowis the tine to
lighten old friendships anew as if they were that many candl es on
the Christmas tree!

It was not easy in 1937 for me to preserve all the time a full
nmeasur e of philosophic serenity and al oof ness: W (Ms. Schenck and
I) lost a brother and a sister when the year began, and a bel oved
and nei ghborly sister-in-lawin the fall. And we had terrible
worries anmong our nearest and dearest, so terrible that | amtrying
to forget them

So much for the troubles, and now to the other side of life:
March and April were spent in Rone and in Florence. ddorious Rone
with St. Peters and Vatican and Forum and Pant heon and Vill as
Farnese, Borghese, Medici and d' Este! dorious Florence, when it
rains with its Palazzo U fizi and Pitti, when it shines with its
wi tchery of countrysideshows! | have been in Italy four tinmes, and
the fourth was the best: Fromthe days of the Goths and t he Longo-
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bards to the days of Hitler, the Gernan soul seens to be infatuated
by the sense of Italy.

The chief event of the year was not Italy however but was ny
trip (without Ms. Schenck, unfortunately) to the wild woods of
Canadi an Labrador, in June and July. The trip was a sort of a wild
goose chase: A Dutch banking concern had offered, to sone Gernan
friends of mne, all the stunpage on a huge and bl ue- bl ooded
Canadi an Seignory, the price to be paid in Gernman marks. | was
sent, with some others, to investigate. W found the Seignory, but
we did not find the stunpage. But | found sone other good things:
A renewed contact with old friends, a know edge of the good and
pi ous fisher-folks living on the north shore of the gulf, and a
revival of my |ong-neglected connection with Quebec conmbined with
some gl orious excursions guided by Ellwod WIson, Jack G | nmour
Henry Roy and Fernand Boutin. On ny way back, | “discovered” the
Provi nce of New Brunswi ck, with its University (J. M G bson and
R E Balch), its Acadi an Forest Experinent Station (B. W Fleiger)
and its capital harbor of St. John. Passing thru Boston, | snatched
four hours to renew nmy ol d acquai ntance with the Arnold Arboretum
and with Alfred Rehder. Arriving in New York, | made the discovery
of the Boyce-Thonmpson Institute for Plant Research which had for ne
nore fascination than what ever did the shows shown in the G and
Museum of Natural History. Unfortunately, there was no tine left in
New York for a “Saengerfest” of the Biltnore Immortals. Ms.
Schenck and t he Wagner-Bayreuth-Festivals were waiting for ne on
t he ot her side.

Bayreuth, alas, was frustrated by Ms. Schenck falling sick.

W made up for the | oss however by a trip to Minich where we had
“The Rosencavalier”, “The Flying Dutchman”, “Cosi fan tutte” to-
gether with sone heavenly trips to the Alps and to the Lakes near-
bye. Anyhow, in spite of noburnings, we had nusic galore in 1937:
Most unforgettable was Verdis “Aida” in Rone with Ben Ggli and
Maria Caniglia. And there was “O hello” and “Frei schuetz” and “Czar
and Zi mermann” and “Rienzi” and “Poet and Peasant” and “Lil of ee”
etc etc. As to concerts, we heard Adolf Busch in Florence (Sonatas
Brahns, Bach, Beethoven) and we heard nmy own stepson, violinist
George Kul enkanpff, in his orchestra concerts plaid in Heidel berg,
W esbaden and Berlin (Brahms doubl e, Brahms D-dur, Beethoven spring
etc).

Now, dear friend, do not inmagine that | am exchanging forestry
for music: For forestry, | have nade five trips to Berlin, one of
them for the great international neeting of the forest experinent
stations when and where the U S. A and Canada were sorely m ssed.
| have also paid nmy respects to the meetings of the Gernan Dendro-
| ogi cal Society. | have delivered a festive address (on American
trees fit for European introduction) at the Hann Miuenden School of
Forestry. M dear and bel oved University of Mntana had honored ne
by an invitation for the spring term and | was chagri ned when |
had to decline. M greatest joy in forestry was an all-too-short
visit by Nel son Brown-Syracuse and by Carlile Wnslow Madi son. Un-
fortunately, | mssed contacting the Tates (St. Paul) and the
Corydon Wagners (Taconmm) when they were near. Fred Lyon kept nme in
touch with Ben Al exanders Masonite. Al sunmer |long, the old
Schenck-prem ses in Lindenfels were flooded with guests, npst of
them of course not foresters but relatives including one G W M
of West Orange N. J. and on Georgiana Sch. O WIlton Conn. My
activities in forestry would have been greater had it not been for



the continued presence of guests and for the continued absence of a
stenographer. A nman minus a good typist is a poor type of a man
and a bad typist cause ne to swear--- an adm ssion which brings ne
to think of religion

Rel i gion! Every sunday, | attenpt to read sone sernon by Fos-

di ck, sone passage in the French Famly Bible, sone pages of Quaker
literature and some of WII Durants philosophy. | amno church-
goer. But | have been attending services in Ronme (catholic as wel
as protestant), services on the “Enpres of Britain” (high church),
holy nass on the S.S. “Sable I” (an Indian priest celebrating),
hochant at the French Eudi ste church in Havre St. Pierre (Saguenay,
with its adnmrable bishop J. M Leventeux) and services at the
American Church in Munich (Rev. Harold Belshaw). 1Is there a reli-
gious war in Germany? |If there is--- as sone Anmericans seemto
think--- I amnot aware of it. Both protestant and catholic bells
are chining, day by day and notably of a Sunday, in my own village
of Lindenfels, and there is nothing to prevent ne or any ot her

Li ndenf el sian from doing and from believing what | or he wants to.
If there be any heathens, | amone of them Anyhow, neither the
christian nor any other religion can be killed by any sort of a
government. A religion may die, however, fromold age. History
proves it.

Politics! | cannot claimthat | amwatching, with a due anpunt
of interest, its various antics and trics and theatrics perforned
on both sides of the Atlantic and of the Pacific. Evidently, every
nati on wants peace. But the peace of the world cannot cone unl ess
France is willing to nake peace with Germany. Unfortunately, Hit-
ler’s strenuous attenpts in this direction (on which the Amrerican
press seems to be silent) have been nade in vain. Russia as an ally
seens better to France than Gernmany as an ally. Htler is a great
and vociferous orator, and el oquent France, maybe, dislikes his
brand of rhetorics. Maybe, too, that the French have not heard that
phrase of Hitler’s which has struck ne npbst anong his nany pronun-
ciations de 1937: “I have and | have had,” he said, “three friends
with ne, all these |long years: Before and in the war, WANT. After
the war, SHAME. Since the war, WORRY.” For ne the history of poli-
tics as evidenced by the printed nenoirs of great nen and wonen is
nmore thrilling and nore edifying than are the prevarications of
contenmporary politics. | know that Htler is nmisunderstood in Ane-
rica so as not to say that he is despised. Hitler's regi ne has
done, however and undeni ably, nore for good forestry and nore for

good gane | aws than what was done by all inperial and denocratic
governments before him
Hunting and fishing: |I did not have tinme to fish, this sumer,

but twi ce although ny fishing streans are half a nmle away. And
hunting on nmy 2500 acres was poor: Few quail and english pheasants,
few rabbits and hare, few deer. But | continue to |ove ny wal ks
with wife and dog and gun over ny domain, every neadow of which
have known for al most 70 years. Ms. Schenck and | are going to
stay in the country till Christmas, and we are planning to spend
the first two nonths of 1938 in Darnstadt, the next two in Italy,
and then—od knows! But whatever the new year will bring, believe
me that my attachment and [ ove for you and for yours will continue.

Very sincerely,

C. A Schenck



Digital Scans

From G.A. Schenck, Lindenfels and Darmstedti,. Germany.
at Chrisilmas 1038T.

Dear friends mnywhere and notably in Americam:

Here are my best wishes for w merry Christmss and for a happy
Hewyear, fer you and for your lovad cnesl

And tight here T might close: But I om anxicua to say mere, I
am solicitous for your continued attachment,--- and how on earth
oan I expeot you to continue elitmohed onless yoo know what I have
been experisncing during the year abouit teo ond? How ia the ti=me to
lighten old friendships anew as if they were that many candles oo
the Christmastreal

1t was got eadsy in 1937 for me te precefve oll the time & full
mensure of philesophic serenity mod aloofpess: We (Mrs. Schenck and
I) loat & brother and a wister when the year begun, snd a beloved
and neighborly sister-in=law in the fall. And we had terrible
warries among our nearsst and dearsst, £o6 larrible that I am trying
to forget them.

S0 muoh for ihe troubles, mnd now to tha cther side of 1ife:
Harch mpnd April were spent in Rome and in Florence. @lorious Rome
with 5t. Petears and Vatican and Ferum and Fantheon and Villas
FParnese, Horghese, Medici nod d"Este) @loriops Plorenoe, when it
raina with its Palmzzo Uffisl and Pittli, when it shimen with itas
witohery of countrysidestows! I have beeno in Italy four times, and
the fourth was the bast: Prom the days of the doths and the Lopgo-
bardas te the deys of Hitler, the OJerman soul seems to bes infatunted
by the asenoe aof Italy.

The ochiaf event of the yeer was pot Italy however but was =y
trip (without Mra. Schepck, unfortunately) te the wild weoda of
Canadian Labrader, im June and July. The trip waz a sort of a wild
goosa chaas: A Dontch banking oconoarn had afferad, to soma derman
friands of mine, all ths stumpage oo o huge and blus-blooded
Canadian Seignery. the prios to be paid in German marke. I waa
sent. with some others, te ioveatigate. We foupd the Seignory. but
we did not find the stumpange. But T found some other good things:
A tenawed contmnet with old friends, n kEnowledge of the good and
pilous fisher-felks living on the north shera of the gulf, mnnd n
reavival of my long-neglected connection with Quebes combined with
some glorious excursions gpulded by Ellwecd Wilscn, Jack @ilmour,
Heory Roy mnd Permaod Boutin, Oo =y way back, I "dimcoverad” the
Frovince of Naw Brunawick, with its Upniversity (J. M. Oibaopn and
kK. E, Balah), its Agadian Porsst Exparimsnt Statien [B. W. Flisgar)
and its sapitnl harber of 5t. John, Pasaing thru Bostom, I snatohed
four hours to renew my old acquaintancs with the Arnold Arbaretum
apd with Alfred Hehdeor. Arrivipg ino Hew Tork, I made the discovery
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of tha Boyoe-Thompson Institute fer Flant Hesearoch which hed for ma
mofé faEcitation than what ever did the shows shewn in the Grand
Museum aof Matural History. Unfortonstely, there was no time left in
Heaw York for n “Smaengerfast” ef the Biltmors Immortals. Mras.
Sohenck and the Wagner-Bayreuth-Festivala were waiting for me on
the other side.

Bayreuth, ales, was frustreted by Mra. Sehenck falling sick.
Wa made up for the loss however by @ trip to Munich where we had
“The Rossncavalisr®, "The Plying Dutchman”, “Gosi fan tutte" to-
gather with soms heavenly trips te the Alps and to the Lakes near-
bye. Anyhow, ip spite of moornings, wse had susic galore in 1037:
Mosi unforgettable wea Verdis “Aida" in Rome with Hen OGigli and
Maria Capiglia. And there was “"Othello® and “"Preischuets" and "Qmar
apd Zimmermann' aod “"Eiensi' and “Foet and Pessant” and “"Lilofee"
atc atc. As to concerts, we hamrd Adelf Bumch im Plorence (Sonatas
Brahms, Bach., Besthoven) and we heard my own stepson, violimist
George Huleokesmpff, im bis erchestras comceris pleid im Heidelbarg,
VWiesbaden end Berlin (Brahms double, Brahme D.dur, Besthoven epring
eta}.

How, desr frieod, de pnot imagios that I am exohenging forestiry
for musfo: Por foreatry. 1 heve made five trips to Berlic, cme of
them for the great international mestiing of the forest experiment
Etations when and where the . 5. A. and Canada wara morTaly mimsad.
I have ales paid my reapesotis to the mestingn of the derman Dandro-
legical Secisty. I have deliversd & festive address (on Amarican
trees fit for Europesno intiodootion) at the Honn. Muenden School of
Porestry. My dear and beloved University of Montana had honered me
by an iovitaticn for the sprimg term. and I wom chagrined when I
had ta daalina. My greatest joy¥ im ferestry was an all-tooc-shert
visit by Neleon BErown-Syracuss And by Carlile Winelow-Madigon. Un-
fortunately,., I missed contacting the Tates (5t. Paul] and the
Coryden Wagners (Tacoms)] when they wers near. Fred Lyon kept me in
touoh with Ben Alexanderas Mascoite. All summer lemg. the old
Sohenck-premises in Lindenfela were flooded with gueasts, moat of
them of courae pnot foresters but relatives ipeluding ene 4. W. M.
of Wast Orangea M. J. and on Gsorgiana Sch, of Wilton Conn. My
aativities in forestry would have besn greatar had it not basn for
the continued presence of guests and for the continued abasnoces of &
stenographer A msn mipgus m good Ltypist is a poor type of & man,
and n bad typiot causes me¢ to sowear-=-- an mdmission which brings me
Lo think of religionl

Raligioni! Every sunday, I attempt to read soSe searmen by Pos-
diok, aomo passags in ths Prench Pamily Bible, some pAgss of Quaker
literature and some of Will Durants philosephy. 1 am ne choroh-
foer. Hut I have been attending services in Rome [cEtholioc am wall
as protestant), services on the “Empress of Britein" (high ohureh),
holy mess. on the 5.5. “Sable I (an Indian priest ocelebratiog).
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hoochamt nt the Prench Eundists church io Havre 5t. Plerre (Sagusnay,
with its admirable bishep J. M. Leventeux) and ssrvices at the
American Church in Munich (Rey. Harold Balahaw). Is there a reli-
gious war io Qermany? If ibere ig--- as some Americmos sesam to
think--- I am oot aware of it. Both protestant and catholic bells
ares chiming, day by day and notably of a sunday. in my own village
of Lindenfeln, sod there is pnothing te prevent =s or any othar
Lindenfelaian frem daing and frem balisving what I or he wanta to.
1f there be any healbeno, I am one of thea. Anyhow, oeither the
chriatian pnor aoy other religion can be killed by any sort af m
government., A religion may die, however, from old age. History
proves it.

Felitical I canpet olaim that I am watehing, with & dos amount
of interast, i1ts various antics and trios and themtries parformad
o0 both sides of the Atlantio opd of the Pacific. Evidently, avery
nation wants pamce. Bot the pemca of the world capnot ceme unlses
Prance ia willing to =ake pesce with Germany. Unfortunately, Hit.
ler‘s strenovcun aitempts in this direction (oo which the American
press Eesms to be milent) have been made in vain. Russia am an ally
spems better to Framoe than Oermsny ms an slly. Hitler is = great
and woolferous arater, and eloquent Franae, maybe, dizlikes his
bramnd of rheteries. Maybe, toe, that the French have nmet heard that
phraas of Hitler's which has struck =¢ most among his many promono-
afations da 1637: "1 have and 1 have had.™ he said, "thres friends
with =e, all these loog yeera: Before end in the war, WAHT. After
the war, SHAME., Sincs ths war, WORRY " Por ma, ths histery of poli-
tios np evidenoed by the printed memolrs of great men nod women im
mora thrillipng apd more edifying than are the prevaricationme of
gontamporary pelitiea. I know that Hitler ino miscunderatood in Ame-
rion se os mot Lo say that he is despised. Hitler's regime haa
done, bowawar and undeniably. mars for mood forsstry amd more for
good game laws ithan what was dona by all imperisl and demooratio
governments befare him.

Hunting and [lshing: I 4id not have time to [ish, this summer,
But twice although my Tighing etreama ars half & =ils away. And
hunting on =¥ 3600 aores was poor: PFew quoil and english pheesents,
few rabbits and hare, feaw desr., But I continue to love my walks
with wife and dog and gun cver my domain, every meadow of which I
have koown for almoat 70 veara. Mrs. Schenok mnd I are goiog to
otay 1o the occuntry till Christmas, and wa ara planning to apend
the first twe months of 1888 in Darmstsdt, the next twe ia Italy,
and then-- Ood knows! Buot whatever ithe naw year will bring, balisva
me that my attachoent nnd love for you and for yourso will continue.

Yary sincerely
P
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